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May 3, 2007

Roxanne Townsend, Deputy Secretary
Department of Health & Hospitals
628 North 4th St.
Baton Rouge, LA 70821

Dear Roxanne Townsend:

The Louisiana Hospital Association (LHA) is pleases to submit this letter of support for the Rural Health
Care Pilot Program. The LHA fully supports this submission of a grant application to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) as it will assist our hospitals in improving their access to Health
Information Technology.

The goal of this initiative is to establish a broadband network in Louisiana to provide both rural and urban
providers with necessary connectivity to support the Presidential Goal of providing all Americans with an
EHR by 2014. Louisiana could benefit the most from this enhanced access to care resulting in
improvements in the overall health of its population which now ranks last among all of the states in the
nation according to a recent study produces by the United Health Foundation.
(http://www.unitedhealthfoundation.org/ahr2006/Findings)

The LHA believes that if health outcomes are to be improved, providers at the local level must be
provided with every tool necessary to provide the highest quality of care. This grant will help ensure that
the hospitals of this state have access to the level of connectivity necessary to make strides toward
improving the health information exchange between providers.

Sincerely,

John Matessino, President
Louisiana Hospital Association




